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The Birmingham Civil Rights Institute (BCRI) is hosting the combined 2017 Fred L. 

Shuttlesworth Human Rights Award Program and the 25th Anniversary Celebration on 

Saturday, November 18 at 6 p.m. which is now “SOLD OUT” and has a waiting list (call 

205-328-9696 ext. 222) for the gala being held at 520 Sixteenth Street North. 

Appropriately, the festivities are being staged at the iconic facility designed by 

prominent African American architect Max Bond (1935 -2009), who was the partner in 

charge of the museum portion of the National September 11 Memorial and Museum at 

the World Trade Center at the time of his death. Bond was also principal architect for 

the National Museum of African American History and Culture in Washington, DC that 

opened last year. 

The recipients of the Shuttlesworth Award this year, who embody the principles which 

guided the American Civil Rights Movement, are Dr. Richard Arrington, Birmingham’s 

first African American Mayor (1979- 1999), Harry Belafonte, musician, actor and human 

rights activist in the Movement and a trusted confidant of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; and 

Viola Liuzzo, (posthumously) a volunteer and civil rights activist from Detroit who was 

the only white female to die in the struggle when she was killed in Selma, Alabama by 

the Ku Klux Klan members following a voting rights march in 1965. 

Regretfully, Harry Belafonte, now 90 years of age, is unable to travel to Birmingham to 

receive his award after recently announcing to a crowd at the Carnegie Music Hall in 

Pittsburgh that he would no longer make any public appearances due to frail health. His 

award will be accepted by selected “Foot Soldiers,” who participated in the Children’s 

March in 1963 led by Dr. King and Rev. Shuttlesworth with support from Belafonte and 

other celebrities including Joan Baez and Dick Gregory who made visits to Birmingham 

to support the struggle and often stayed at the Gaston Motel. 

 

The Institute is pleased to announce that several members of Viola Liuzzo’s family are 

traveling to Birmingham to receive the award that recognizes the courage and 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/oct/21/harry-belafonte-we-shall-overcome-trump?CMP=share_btn_link


commitment of their slain mother. Liuzzo, a Detroit housewife and a Unitarian 

Universalist civil rights activist, was the mother of five children and three of them are 

expected to attend and share their perspective on her legacy.  

For interviews with the recipients or additional information about the 25th anniversary 

gala or BCRI, please contact Melissa Snow-Clark, Tel:205-3287-9696 x 211. 

 

                                                                ####                                    

 
About BCRI 

The Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, part of the Birmingham Civil Rights National Monument and an affiliate of 

the Smithsonian Institution, is a cultural and educational research center that promotes a comprehensive 

understanding for the significance of civil rights developments in Birmingham.  Celebrating its 25th anniversary 

in 2017, BCRI reaches more than 150,000 individuals each year though award-winning programs and services. 
 

tel:205-3287-9696

