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The Birmingham Business Alliance (BBA) supports policies that will 
help the region grow in jobs and capital investment. Advocating for 
legislative priorities that put the Birmingham region in a competitive 
position increases our ability to attract and retain business and a 
quality workforce. The BBA’s State Agenda consists of policy priorities 
that are critical to the economic development success of our region. 
The BBA advocates for policies and legislation that may require 
action, as well as closely monitors legislation and issues that stand 
to positively or negatively impact the business climate of our region.
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E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T
Technology-Based Economic Development
The BBA supports the development of a statewide incentive based 
program for high-growth startups to intentionally foster a strategic 
approach to accelerate organic growth of these companies in, and 
recruitment to, the Birmingham region. This complimentary economic 
development strategy will provide for growth, retention and scale of high-
growth startups in the state of Alabama, which will increase the state’s 
skilled technology workforce, create an attractive ecosystem that boosts 
entrepreneurship, attract venture capital and better position Alabama to 
compete with neighboring states. 

Birmingham Jefferson Civic Center Authority
The BBA strongly supports efforts underway by the Birmingham Jefferson 
Civic Center Authority (BJCCA) to improve Birmingham’s ability to host 
large-scale conventions, trade shows, sporting and entertainment events 
by updating and enhancing the convention facilities, modernizing the 
arena and constructing a new flexible-use stadium at the BJCC.

Alabama Drug Discovery Alliance
The BBA supports a request for matching funds from the state of $20 
million over five years to support the Alabama Drug Discovery Alliance. 
This partnership, already involving UAB, Southern Research and the 
Birmingham business community through BBA, will fund investments in 
promising new therapeutic targets that are selected through a stringent 
process designed to optimize the creation of commercially profitable drugs 
meeting unmet health needs.

Continuation and Expansion of the Alabama Innovation Fund
The BBA supports the continuation and expansion of the Alabama Innovation 
Fund (Fund) to $10 million annually. The Fund would provide tangible 
recognition by the state of the important role its universities and research 
nonprofits play in job creation and economic development. Furthermore, 
the BBA supports distribution of these funds via a mechanism in which 
universities and research institutes provide up to $500,000 to recruit new 
faculty talent to the state that has a superlative record of grantsmanship and/
or creation of commercially successful spin-off enterprises, which is then 
matched one-to-one by the state.

2018



UAB Biomedical Research Crescent
The BBA supports the continued development of the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham’s Interdisciplinary Biomedical Research 
Crescent through a substantive investment in the Genomic Medicine 
and Data Sciences Building. This complex, once completed, will provide 
new research space for interdisciplinary biomedical research, including 
investigators from multiple schools working on common themes. 
The complex would house researchers studying medical informatics, 
personalized medicine, cybersecurity and the analysis of “big data.” 
This is an important opportunity for the state to invest in new jobs and 
economic development in the Birmingham area.

Statewide Ridesharing
The BBA supports a statewide framework for ridesharing that establishes 
the regulatory framework for the operation of Transportation Network 
Companies (TNCs) in the state of Alabama.  The BBA supports uniform 
standards that increase access to ridesharing. Ridesharing reduces 
congestion while increasing access to affordable transportation options, 
health care, jobs, safety and passenger mobility.

E N E R G Y / E N V I R O N M E N T
ADEM
The BBA supports sustained and adequate funding of the Alabama 
Department of Environmental Management (ADEM) to ensure that 
ADEM retains primary responsibility over regulatory programs. This 
includes supporting sufficient appropriations from the state General 
Fund to ADEM.

H E A LT H  C A R E
Medicaid
The BBA strongly supports and encourages state leadership to 
pursue the estimated $2 billion annually in federal funds available 
to create an Alabama-driven approach for Medicaid expansion. 
Such an effort will return Alabama tax dollars to the state and will 
minimize the detrimental effects — taxes, fees, reduction in hospital 
and physician payments — of the Affordable Care Act on the state.  
The BBA supports innovative approaches to reforming Alabama’s 
current Medicaid program that include the participation of the 
health care community in Alabama to ensure access to care, control 
costs and limit potential detrimental impacts of Medicaid changes 
at the federal level.



I N F R A S T R U C T U R E
Northern Beltline
The BBA supports the construction, full funding and timely 
completion of the Northern Beltline as an essential component of 
the Appalachian Development Highway System in order to support 
economic development and additional job creation in the region 
and the state. The BBA opposes any actions that would redirect the 
readily available federal funds for the Northern Beltline, which can be 
used without any state matching funds, to other state transportation 
projects that require the use of state matching funds to access 
federal funds.

Bus Rapid Transit 
The BBA supports the Birmingham Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) initiative 
and identification of matching funds necessary for full implementation. 
The BBA supports the City of Birmingham as it pursues future BRT 
funding opportunities, in addition to the $20 million TIGER grant it 
received in 2015. BRT is an efficient bus-based transit system that 
delivers fast, comfortable, convenient and cost-effective services 
at metro level capabilities. The BRT corridor will be 12.5 miles in 
length, connecting 25 neighborhoods through 19 stations beginning 
in Birmingham’s Woodlawn neighborhood and extending westbound 
through parts of Downtown Birmingham before terminating near the 
CrossPlex facility. The BRT will grow the city’s economy by attracting 
new development in surrounding neighborhoods, connecting 
residents to jobs, schools, health care, recreation/entertainment 
establishments and businesses along the corridor. 

Infrastructure Investment
The BBA supports increasing Alabama’s public investment in 
transportation infrastructure to sustain and promote economic 
growth, job creation, quality of life and public safety. The BBA 
opposes the use or transfer of state transportation revenues for non-
transportation purposes. The BBA supports transportation funding 
through investment revenues such as a state gas tax increase or other 
financially-responsible investments, reforms and long-term solutions.

T A X  
New Market Tax Credits
The BBA supports making permanent the tax credits available under 
the Alabama New Markets Development Act for certain investments 
in qualifying low-income communities.

Research and Development Tax Credits
The BBA supports a Research and Development income tax credit 
parallel to the federal R&D credit, with an extra incentive if a qualified 
research institution performs the research.



E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T
Innovate Birmingham
The BBA supports the strategic development and funding of Innovate 
Birmingham. Innovate Birmingham is an initiative that leverages existing 
resources at the University of Alabama at Birmingham, Innovation Depot 
and Southern Research to harness Birmingham’s intellectual capital 
into a vibrant, dedicated and connected area. Innovate Birmingham 
bolsters collaboration and success by providing businesses the facilities, 
infrastructure, access to capital and community support they need to 
thrive, while physically co-locating job creators with job seekers to create 
a new, inclusive innovation economy for Birmingham.

Broadband Policy Initiative 
The BBA supports broadband policies that promote (1) increased access 
to affordable broadband for all Alabamians, (2) continued investment, 
technology development and enhanced deployment across Alabama, 
and (3) competition and choice for Alabama’s businesses and residents. 
The BBA opposes public policy that leads to burdensome government 
intervention or government owned competition and government 
regulation of the Internet, which will inevitably drive up costs for business 
and consumers in Alabama. Broadband is an important component of 
Alabama’s infrastructure and the continued growth and diversification of 
Alabama’s economy.  

Consumer Lending Practices 
The BBA supports reforming Alabama’s laws regulating lending practices 
that include but are not limited to payday loans and title loans.  

Sustainable Design 
The BBA supports legislation that encourages sustainable design and 
construction in public and private buildings, including the use of all products 
and materials that are grown or manufactured in Alabama.

W O R K F O R C E  D E V E L O P M E N T
Pre-K Initiative 
The BBA supports expansion of the state’s high-quality voluntary pre-k 
program. Since 2012, the level of investment in Alabama’s pre-k program 
has increased from $19 million to $77.5 million; enrollment increased from 
6 percent to 28 percent for the 2017-18 school year. Every $1 invested in 
high-quality pre-k produces a return on investment (ROI) of approximately 
$7. Pre-k results in savings by reducing the need for remedial and special 
education, welfare and criminal justice services. The BBA supports 
investing in our children to help ensure that they are job-ready and well-
prepared as future employees.

M O N I TO R  AG E N D A

Southern Research STEM Outreach
The BBA supports continued state funding for Southern Research’s (SR) state 
wide STEM Education Outreach program. Now in its fourth year, SR’s STEM 
education initiative works with students and teachers throughout Alabama in 
the fields of chemistry, engineering and environmental sciences to advance 
interest and learning in the highly sought after STEM disciplines.

State Workforce Efforts
The BBA continues to support all efforts to better align the state workforce 
efforts through the seven regional workforce councils and provide sufficient 
resources to each council in order for them to fully respond to the workforce 
needs of industry. 

College and Career Ready Standards 
The BBA supports Alabama’s College and Career Ready Standards (CCRS).  
CCRS is a set of academic standards for what school students need to 
learn in Math and English each year. CCRS provide a solid foundation for 
Alabama’s future workforce by closing the skills gap between what skills 
employers need and what skills employees have. The BBA supports a 
shared academic standard to ensure that a diploma from an Alabama school 
means as much from state to state. 

Alabama Public Television 
The BBA supports continued state funding for Alabama Public Television’s 
on-air, online and in-person high-quality pre-k services as well as American 
graduate activities to improve high school graduation rates and adult GED 
services. 

E N E R G Y / E N V I R O N M E N T
Water Resources 
• The BBA supports adequate infrastructure and water quantity to meet the 

state’s needs for municipal and industrial water supply, navigation, energy 
production, economic development, irrigation and recreational uses. 

• The BBA supports the Environmental Protection Agency’s decision not to 
withdraw the state’s delegated authority to administer the federal Clean 
Water Act’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
permitting program in Alabama.

Development of State Water Policy 
The BBA supports efforts to fund and gather scientifically sound data 
associated with the surface water, groundwater, instream flows/volume and 
ecosystems to provide a full understanding of Alabama’s water resources as 
a basis for developing a balanced state policy regarding water issues and 
economic development. 

I N F R A S T R U C T U R E
Alabama Road and Bridge Fund 
The BBA supports increasing Alabama’s investment in transportation 
infrastructure to sustain and promote economic growth, job creation, quality 
of life and public safety. The BBA recognizes the gap between current state 
resources and what is required to address the highway, bridge and other 
road maintenance and capital needs in Alabama, today and in the future.  
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Transit Funding 
The BBA supports transportation initiatives and efforts to find new streams 
of revenue for urban and rural transit systems throughout the state, 
determining the best approach to cohesively acquire statewide support.

U.S. Highway 280 
The BBA supports corridor management to continue to mitigate the 
congestion issue on U.S. 280, including the I-459 interchange. The BBA also 
commends ALDOT for the substantial improvements that have been made 
regarding this issue in recent years and encourages ALDOT to implement 
corridor management practices in additional areas further East where feasible.

Interstate 22  
The BBA supports the long-term completion of the stack interchange 
connecting Interstate 22 to U.S. 31.  

Interstate 20/Interstate 59
The BBA supports the timely completion of the I-20/I-59 construction 
project as well as continued discussion and analysis among ALDOT and 
governmental, business and civic leaders to ensure that the project’s design 
and construction meet the long term needs of the Birmingham community, 
address the needs of adjacent institutions and businesses, improve the quality 
of place below and around the new structure, minimize its negative impacts 
on sound, vibration and aesthetics, and improve traffic flow and safety.

T A X  
Remote Transactions Parity Act of 2015/Marketplace Fairness Act 
The BBA supports state legislation that implements the enabling federal 
legislation to allow state and local governments to require the larger online 
vendors to collect sales tax from their customers in Alabama and remit the 
tax to the Alabama Department of Revenue (ADOR), as the agent for both 
the state and the local governments. In turn, those vendors would have an 
enhanced single point of filing, be subjected to only one audit and could rely 
on tax rate information furnished monthly by the ADOR.

Insurance Premium Tax Credits 
The BBA supports the continuation of insurance premium tax credits at the 
current level, which offset insurance premium taxes paid to the Alabama 
General Fund. The premium tax credits offer incentive to insurance companies 
operating in the state to invest in Alabama and create jobs.

Historic Preservation Tax Credits
The BBA commends the Alabama legislature for renewing the state historic 
tax credit program that expired in 2016. The newly approved program funds 
$20 million in tax credits annually through 2022, for a total of $100 million in 
available tax credits. The BBA supports and encourages state leadership to make 
permanent the tax credits for the rehabilitation, preservation and redevelopment 
of residential or commercial historic structures to stimulate private investment, 
downtown and neighborhood revitalization, and job creation.



www.birminghambusinessalliance.com
505 20th Street N, Suite 200 | Birmingham, AL 35203

For more information, contact Elizabeth Paul at 205-241-8107 

or epaul@birminghambusinessalliance.com.
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