
 

For Immediate Release 

December 6, 2017 

Contact: Jeremy Arthur at 334.264.2112 

CCAA-BCA Emerging Small Business Award Goes to Alabama Sawyer 

MONTGOMERY, Ala.  (Dec. X, 2017) – The Chamber of Commerce Association of Alabama and 

the Business Council of Alabama recognized Alabama Sawyer of Birmingham with the 

“Emerging Small Business of the Year” award during the CCAA-BCA annual meeting on Dec. 1. 

Alabama Sawyer was nominated by the Birmingham Business Alliance. Blue Cross and Blue 

Shield of Alabama, a gold sponsor of the Alabama Small Business Awards Program, announced 

Alabama Sawyer as the winner.  

Accepting the award was Leigh Spencer, who co-founded Alabama Sawyer along with Bruce 

Spencer and Cliff Lanier. Alabama Sawyer design modern, environmentally sustainable products 

from fallen trees in the Birmingham. 

“Alabama’s Small Business of the Year” awards presented annually by the BCA and the CCAA 

recognize small businesses in employee number-based categories and in the emerging business 

category for businesses that have been in existence for fewer than five years. 

They are considered the state’s very best small businesses based on a variety of civic and 

professional standards. 

This year, 45 small businesses were named as finalists for “Alabama’s Small Business of the 

Year” awards. All award finalists were recognized and honored at the CCAA/BCA Partnership 

Annual Meeting/Luncheon at The Harbert Center in Birmingham. 

Awards were given in the small, medium, and large business categories, and in the “Emerging 

Small Business of the Year” category. 



In addition to Alabama Sawyer, “Alabama Small Business of the Year” finalists in the Emerging 

Small Business category were: Brik Realty, Trussville; Cobbwebs, Monroeville; Glover Media 

Group LLC, Prattville; Mainstreet Family Urgent Care, Valley; Olympic Sports LLC, Albertville; 

River Paws Pet Resort, Montgomery; Singin’ River Brewery Co., Florence; State Farm Insurance-

Brittani Morris, Agent, Alabaster; True40, Auburn; and, Yoga Aims Studio, Gadsden. 

In 2003, the grassroots efforts of CCAA were strengthened when The Partnership was formed 

between the BCA and the CCAA. The BCA/CCAA Partnership is the first of its kind in the United 

States and has become a model for other states. Together, the two groups represent the 

interests and concerns of over 1 million working Alabamians. 

The Business Council of Alabama is Alabama’s foremost voice for business. The BCA is a non-

partisan, statewide business association representing the interests and concerns of nearly 1 

million working Alabamians through its member companies and its partnership with the 

Chamber of Commerce Association of Alabama. The BCA is Alabama’s exclusive affiliate to the 

U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the National Association of Manufacturers. 

The Chamber of Commerce Association of Alabama consists of Chambers of Commerce, their 

executives and staff, and members of business and community organizations that directly serve 

chamber of commerce work in Alabama. The CCAA has a long tenure as the preeminent 

organization serving Chamber of Commerce professionals, and the Chambers of Commerce they 

represent. The organization exists to strengthen the vital role local Chambers of Commerce play 

in economic and community development. The CCAA provides its members with exceptional 

services in the areas of advocacy, professional development, and communication of issues that 

affect the local business community and is a clearinghouse for business-related information, 

peer-to-peer networking opportunities and other contacts that serve the needs of local Chamber 

of Commerce professionals. 

  

 


