
Sloss Real Estate Breaks Ground on Back Forty Beer Company – Birmingham 
 
Brewery’s First Satellite Location Opening in Sloss Docks 
 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. –  By bringing Back Forty Beer Company to Birmingham, Sloss Real Estate 
officially broke ground on the brewery’s first satellite location outside of Gadsden in Sloss Docks 
last week. Sloss Docks is located across 32nd St. from Sloss Furnaces and along the 1st Ave N. 
corridor. 
 
“We are changing the use of this building from a traditional warehouse to a use that brings 
people to it – it will be a destination that gets people excited, and there are many types of 
tenants that we envision could be a complement to our vision for the redevelopment,” said 
Callan Childs, director of design and marketing at Sloss Real Estate, “With its prime location 
across from Sloss Furnaces, Back Forty Beer Company – Birmingham is the first of many 
retailers in Sloss Docks. The 120,000 square-foot complex will provide a mixed-use work, retail 
and entertainment venue to serve our community.” 
 
Slated to open in mid-2018, Back Forty Beer Company – Birmingham will brew flagship beers 
including Truck Stop Honey, Naked Pig, Freckle Belly, Paw Paw’s Peach and Peanut Butter 
Porter in addition to specialty beers exclusive to the Birmingham market. A full restaurant by 
Executive Chef Russ Bodner will feature a locavore menu with creative pub fare and a 
landscaped outdoor beer garden designed by Macknally Land Design will offer views of Sloss 
Furnace, providing a relaxed, family friendly atmosphere for live music. 
 
“As the anchor retail development in Sloss Docks, Back Forty Beer Company – Birmingham will 
help spur economic growth in an area prime for development,” said Tom Walker, chief operating 
officer at Sloss Real Estate. “Breweries have served as catalysts in several Birmingham 
neighborhoods already and by expanding the current growth in and around Pepper Place, Sloss 
Real Estate continues to execute on its mission of revitalizing Birmingham’s neighborhoods and 
connecting them to its urban core.” 
 
Key project leaders from Sloss Real Estate and Back Forty celebrated the groundbreaking with 
50 community members, civic leaders and different organizations involved, including BILT, 
Macknally Land Design, Stone Building Company and the Birmingham Construction Industry 
Authority. Attendees received a glimpse of what the 6,230 square-foot venue will entail upon 
completion. 
 
“The space will have an urban-chic feel with the back bar open to the brewery and kitchen with 
a wood-fired oven, allowing customers to watch our brewers and chefs at work,” noted Doug 
Brown, owner and CEO of Back Forty Beer – Birmingham. “Through this project, we anticipate 
generating 20 to 30 permanent jobs at the brewery, with sub-contracting opportunities available 
for minority and disadvantaged business enterprises through the Birmingham Construction 
Industry Authority.” 
 
For more information about Sloss Real Estate’s developments, properties, history and 
leadership, please visit www.slossrealestate.com. 
 
### 
 
About Sloss Real Estate: Since 1920, Sloss Real Estate has helped shape Birmingham’s 
skyline. Sloss Real Estate is a family-owned company that believes Birmingham serves as a 

http://slossrealestate.com/
http://slossrealestate.com/


touchstone for the entire metropolitan area, and works tirelessly to revitalize and enhance the 
city's unique commercial districts. Sloss Real Estate oversees property management, property 
development and urban planning across Birmingham, which have resulted in national 
recognition for design, construction, landscape and preservation. For more information, please 
visit www.slossrealestate.com. 
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