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Innovation Depot Announces 2019 Velocity Accelerator Cohort 
 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (December 19, 2018) - Innovation Depot’s Velocity Accelerator program is proud to 
announce the 8 high-growth technology teams that have been accepted into the 2019 cohort. Companies 
from all over the world applied for these coveted spots, and the high quality of the applicant pool made 
this a very tough decision. The selection committee, made up of successful entrepreneurs, investors, 
industry experts, and members of the startup community, has chosen a phenomenal class from diverse 
sectors and locations.  Five teams are based in the Birmingham region, and three are coming from 
Atlanta, Chicago, and Nashville. 
 
Innovation Depot has had tremendous success with our first two Velocity cohorts and we are very proud 
of the impact the program has already made in the community. We want to continue to recruit the best 
emerging technology companies to Birmingham and give them access to the capital, resources, and 
mentorship needed to grow and scale quickly. 
 
Velocity Accelerator takes place within Innovation Depot, where the teams go through 13 weeks of 
intensive business and leadership development. The 2019 cohort kicks off on January 28th and 
concludes on April 30th with Velocity Demo Day at Iron City, where each company will pitch to potential 
customers, investors, and community supporters. 
 
Innovation Depot invests $50,000 in each company from the Velocity Fund, which is supported by 
Regions Bank, Alabama Power, BBVA Compass, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Protective Life, UAB, the 
Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham, Encompass Health, EBSCO, Brasfield & Gorrie, 
McWane, Altec, and Hoar Construction.  
 
“We are so proud to have these 8 diverse, strong, and innovative tech startups joining us in 2019, 
including 5 local teams and 3 of the best from Nashville, Atlanta and Chicago”, said Devon Laney, 
Innovation Depot President & CEO.  “Our Velocity Accelerator Program continues to deliver on its goal of 
producing a pipeline of high-growth, investible startups to help drive technology-based economic 
development in our community.” 
 
Below please find a list of the invited companies for 2019 in no particular order: 
 
Fanboard 
Atlanta, GA 
Founders: Morgan Drake, Josh Fisher, James Simpson 
Fanboard is a platform that allows marketers to advertise to fans at live events using augmented reality. 
Fanboard solves major data collection problems for sports clubs and sponsors, but it's the fan 
engagement part of our business that makes our jobs lots of fun! 
 
S(w)ervice 
Birmingham, AL 
Founder: Thomas Walker, Warren Wills 
S(w)ervice is an on-demand auto maintenance solution that offers appointment bookings and vehicle 
valet services. 
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Exantra World 
Chicago, IL 
Founders: DS Gant & Eddy Yang 
Exantra World provides a virtual avatar for your body that motivates workout consistency and healthy 
habits, connecting you with other gymers around the world. 
 
Babypalooza 
Birmingham, AL 
Founder: Cecilia Pearson 
Babypalooza is a parenting platform where live events intersect with technology to make it easy for new, 
expectant, and hopeful parents to access the products, people, and parenting information they need 
most. 
 
Uptime Dynamics 
Birmingham, AL 
Founders: Thomas Smillie, Tom Woodruff, Maggie Belshe 
Uptime Dynamics is redefining what a computerized maintenance management system can do for 
manufacturers. We combine local and expert knowledge to build out relevant, scalable, cloud based asset 
management solutions within our software platform. Optimizing and simplifying maintenance scheduling, 
cost tracking, and compliance management gives clients the peace of mind to focus on the growth of their 
products and profits. 
 
Need2Say 
Birmingham, AL 
Founder: Oscar Garcia 
Our mission is to help you communicate what you Need2Say in your second language so that you will 
realize your full potential in school, work, daily living and above all make your dreams come true. 
 
Milk the Moment 
Nashville, TN 
Founder: Coko Eason 
Milk the Moment is the creator of the MILK App which rewards you whenever you refrain from using your 
phone in places or situations where we all could be a little more present, intimate, focused and safe.  By 
activating the app and putting your phone away, you receive points that can be redeemed for gift cards. 
MILK has plans to partner with movie theaters, restaurants, music venues, schools and insurance 
companies in the very near future. 
 
Fledging 
Birmingham, AL 
Founders: Weida Tan & Steven Robbins 
Fledging makes premium electronics for everyone, starting with storage products. The flagship product, 
Feather SSD, leads the replacement Solid State Drive solutions for Mac devices in terms of value and 
flexibility.  
 
 
About Innovation Depot: 
Innovation Depot, a 501c3 not-for-profit economic development organization, is the epicenter for 
technology, startups, and entrepreneurs in the Birmingham region.  Operating various programs inside a 
140,000 square foot facility, Innovation Depot is the largest tech entrepreneurial support organization in 
the Southeast United States, with a five-year economic impact of over $1.6 Billion.  For more information, 
please visit www.InnovationDepot.org  
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