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Birmingham Mayor Randall Woodfin supports a 
public/private partnership for  

BJCC and Legacy Arena upgrades and to build a stadium  

 

Birmingham, AL –  Birmingham Mayor Randall L. 
Woodfin today announced his support for a 
public/private partnership for an upgrade and expansion 
of the BJCC and the Legacy Arena during a Committee of 
the Whole meeting of the Birmingham City Council 
today, Wednesday, Jan. 31.  
 
“Through this partnership, we will be allowed to dedicate 
new revenue to neighborhood revitalization, which is 
one of my top priorities,” Mayor Woodfin said. “Revenue 
from the BJCC upgrade and expansion will go into the 
funding of neighborhood revitalization.’’  
 



“Citizens have told me what they want in their 
neighborhoods: Better roads. Affordable housing. 
Remove blight. By investing in this project, the City of 
Birmingham will gain additional revenue to improve the 
quality of life in our communities,’’ Mayor Woodfin said. 
“We will gain at least $9.9 million a year in tax revenue to 
the City of Birmingham to do some of the things citizens 
want. The revenue would be generated through 
occupational, sales, property and lodging taxes.’’ 
 
“We put in $3 million a year and the return back to the 
neighborhoods is at least $9.9 million a year. It’s a win-
win for us. This is a step in the right direction,” Mayor 
Woodfin said.  
 
The return comes back to Birmingham in other ways, too. 
There are jobs and minority construction participation. 
There’s also economic development and an increase in 
tourism dollars.  
 
“This is not just about a football stadium,” Mayor 
Woodfin said.  “It’s about the upgrade and expansion of 
the BJCC, the investment and expansion of the Legacy 
Arena and the creation of an open-air stadium, where 
concerts and sporting events can be held.” 
 



“This is all about Birmingham competing for 
opportunities among other peer cities in the 
Southeast.  I, along with the Council, was elected to do 
big things – not small things – on behalf of the citizens of 
Birmingham. This is a transformative opportunity for our 
neighborhoods and for economic impact. Birmingham is 
open for business,’’ Mayor Woodfin said.  
 
This project calls for several participants. They are:  
 

• The BJCC Authority - $10.7 million annual debt 
service  

• UAB and corporate partners - $4 million for 10 years  

• Car rental tax - $3.5 million for 30 years (projected) 

• The City of Birmingham - $3 million for 30 years  

• Jefferson County - $1 million for 30 years  
 
Mayor Woodfin’s recommendation would lead to 
upgrades on a facility that’s more than 40 years old. 
 
“Compared to other major cities in the Southeast, we 
have not kept pace with building modern facilities that 
can help us compete,” Mayor Woodfin said. “We need a 
modern, multi-purpose facility at the BJCC so we can 
increase events, tournaments and entertainment.” 
 



In summation, Mayor Woodfin stressed the following 
points about the proposed project:  

• We will be empowered to 
dedicate new revenue to our 
priority, which is 
neighborhood revitalization.  

• This is about BJCC expansion, 
Legacy Arena upgrades and 
overhaul. 

• The city’s portion is equitable, 
based on our return in our 
investment. 

• Tourism is an important part of an 
economic development and job 
creation in our city. 

• Compared to other major cities in 
the region, we have not kept pace 
with building modern facilities that 
can help us compete. That must 
change.  

• We need a modern, multi-purpose facility. 
We also need major renovations at the BJCC 
and Legacy Arena so we can increase the 
number of events, tournaments, 
entertainment options and more. 



• It’s important to have a public/private 
partnership between the city, county, state, 
corporate community and UAB to work 
together to help fund new, expanded 
facilities. 
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