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Business Council of Alabama Confers Award to Torch’s John Watson 
MONTGOMERY, Ala. – The Business Council of Alabama has presented the Still 

Ambassadorial Award to BCA board of directors’ member and Torch Technologies Inc. 

President John S. Watson. 

The award was presented by Birmingham attorney and BCA board member Stephen W. 

Still, BCA Chairman Perry Hand, chairman of Volkert Inc. in Mobile, and BCA President and 

CEO William J. Canary, during the BCA board of directors meeting Feb. 7, 2018. 

The award is named for Still, who is the chairman of the BCA’s Ambassador program, a 

ProgressPAC board member, and a shareholder of Maynard Cooper & Gale. 

BCA Ambassadors advocate the advantages of BCA membership to Alabama’s business 

community and in investing in the BCA to ensure that business is represented at the table in 

Montgomery and in Washington, D.C. 

“The BCA is a great return on investment,” said Watson, who became president in 2013 

and was named to the Torch board of directors in 2014. Watson has more than three decades in 

the defense industry spanning numerous roles in project engineering support, line and program 

management, and corporate management. He is a graduate of Auburn University. 

The Still Ambassadorial Award is presented to BCA members who show outstanding 

efforts and consistent contributions to the BCA’s Next Level Investor program. 

Torch Technologies started in 2002 in Huntsville with seven employees. Now it employs 

more than 750 employees in 15 locations in 10 states, one territory, and one foreign country. 

Torch is a 100 percent employee-owned small business dedicated to quality technical services, 

competitive costs, and ethical business practices. 

Torch Technologies was featured in an October 2017 BCA feature in observance of the 

company’s 15th year, its newly renovated headquarters, and a ribbon cutting to commemorate the 

official grand opening of the Freedom Center. 

In 2017, Great Place to Work and Fortune magazine named Torch one of the country’s 

Best Workplaces in Consulting & Professional Services for the second consecutive year. Great 

Place to Work and Fortune magazine also named Torch a Best Medium Workplace for the 

second consecutive year in 2017.Torch has been a winner of the Best Places to Work in 

Huntsville award four times, with the most recent win in 2017. 

Washington Technology listed Torch in its annual “Top 100” Government Contractors 

ranking for the third consecutive year in 2017. Bloomberg Government listed Torch in its “Top 

200” ranking in 2017. 

Torch was ranked in the Inc. 5000 list for the 11th consecutive year in 2017, and Torch 

also ranked #16 on the Entrepreneur 360 list in 2017. In 2016, Torch was named one of 

America’s Best Small Companies by Forbes.  



The BCA, Alabama’s foremost voice for business, is a non-partisan statewide business 

association representing the interests and concerns of nearly 1 million working Alabamians 

through member companies and partnership with the Chamber of Commerce Association of 

Alabama. The BCA is Alabama’s exclusive affiliate to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the 

National Association of Manufacturers. 
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