
 

 
 

Study reaffirms benefits of Northern Beltline 
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BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – July 2017 – A new study shows the Northern Beltline, or 
Interstate 422, currently under construction in the Birmingham region, will have an 

economic impact of $2.67 billion in business output annually by the tenth year 
following its completion, according to a recent study released by the Appalachian 

Regional Commission.  
 

The study, Economic Analysis of Completing the Appalachian Development Highway 
System, estimates the impacts, benefits and costs of completing the 3,662-mile 
system that spans 13 Appalachian states, of which the Northern Beltline is part. The 

completed Northern Beltline will have the potential to create nearly 14,000 jobs 
with projected average income of $61,691, which is higher than the current 

statewide average, said the report.  
 
The study also shows the completion of the Northern Beltline will provide travel 

time and cost savings, reduce isolation for parts of Northern Jefferson County, 
reduce regional road congestion and enable growth north of Birmingham. The 

roadway will also allow better access to ports and intermodal facilities throughout 
Birmingham and the state. 
 

“Completion of the Northern Beltline and ensuring its funding is a top priority for 
the Birmingham Business Alliance (BBA), as it has been for many years,” said Brian 

Hilson, president and CEO of the BBA. “It is also a top priority for the Coalition for 
Regional Transportation. This roadway will help evenly distribute wealth throughout 
the entire region and encourage commercial and residential growth, much like 

Interstate 459 has done south of Birmingham. In addition to adding safety and 
efficiency benefits to our infrastructure, completion of the Northern Beltline will 

provide new opportunities because of accessibility for our workforce, and open up 
new sites for economic development around communities in need.” 
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The Northern Beltline is the 52.5-mile roadway that completes the Interstate loop 
around Birmingham, running through the western and northern part of Jefferson 

County and joining the existing Interstate 459 in Bessemer. The Alabama 
Department of Transportation broke ground on the first 1.34-mile segment, near 

Palmerdale and Pinson, in April 2014.  
 
The project is supported by 42 area government entities and is fully funded under 

the current federal highway bill, with no state matching funds required. A schedule 
of future projects and updates on the Northern Beltline can be found at ALDOT’s 

website, www.BetterBeltline.org.  
 
The full report on the economic impact of the Appalachian Development Highway 

System and the Northern Beltline can be found here.  
 

The Birmingham Business Alliance is the lead economic development organization 
for the Birmingham region. For more information about the BBA visit its website at 
www.birminghambusinessalliance.com. 
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