
 

New $1.1 Million Grant to Help Support Samford’s Center for Worship and the Arts 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – Samford University has received an additional $1.1 million grant from Lilly 
Endowment Inc. to further the work of the Center for Worship and the Arts. Housed in Samford’s School 
of the Arts, the center is advancing the conversation about teenage worshippers and teenage worship 
leaders.  

The founding director of the Center for Worship and the Arts, Eric Mathis arrived at Samford in 2010. He 
holds a Bachelor of Music from Wheaton College, a Master of Music and Master of Divinity from Baylor 
University and George W. Truett Theological Seminary and a Ph.D. in theology from Fuller Theological 
Seminary.  

“We are so grateful to Lilly Endowment for its support of our work and our mission as we equip 
congregations to build bridges between student ministry and worship ministry,” said Mathis. “Through 
programs, research, and scholarship, we are creating a national platform for conversations about the 
relationship between youth ministry and worship ministry, and we believe this conversation is important 
for the church and the work of God in the world.” 

Founded as anima in 2013 with the help of a grant from the Christ Is Our Salvation (C.I.O.S.) Foundation, 
the program recently revised its name to the Center for Worship and the Arts.  Animate, its flagship 
summer worship leadership program, retains its current identity. 

The center is celebrating its fifth anniversary and launching several new initiatives thanks to the 
additional grant, Mathis said.  

New program highlights are a Worship Leader Boot Camp for teenagers, allowing youth ministers and 
worship leaders to jump start their fall programming with teenage youth worship leaders; Student 
Worship Cohorts which will develop a deeper relationship with congregations participating in Animate; 
Student Worship Innovators which will engage church leaders in creating new resources for student 
worship; and new writing projects, including a book by Mathis under contract with Baker Academic 
Publishing. The center continues to provide online resources, an online certificate program with 
expanded goals and its summer program, Animate. 

Other center team members include Tracy Hanrahan, program director; Kara Young, coordinator of 
promotion and engagement; and three Faculty Fellows: Emily Andrews, instructor of church music and 
worship leadership; Joe Cory, associate professor of art; and Chuck Stokes, associate professor of 
sociology. 

##### 

ABOUT SAMFORD UNIVERSITY -- Samford University is a premier nationally ranked Christian university. Founded in 
1841, Samford is the 87th oldest institution of higher education in the United States. U.S. News & World Report 
ranks Samford 3rd among regional universities in the South, and Samford is recognized as the top-ranked university 
in the state of Alabama in national rankings published by Forbes Inc, The Economist and The Wall Street Journal. 
Samford enrolls 5,509 students from 45 states and 30 countries in its 10 academic units: arts, arts and sciences, 
business, divinity, education, health professions, law, nursing, pharmacy, and public health. Samford also fields 17 
NCAA Division I teams that compete in the tradition-rich Southern Conference. www.samford.edu 
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