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Brasfield & Gorrie Partnership with The University of Alabama Provides Hands-
On Experience with Construction Technology 

Partnership exposes students to innovative construction technologies 

    

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (June 15, 2018) – Brasfield & Gorrie recently enabled a select group of graduating 
seniors from The University of Alabama to enter the job market armed with resumes that include hands-
on experience with emerging technologies in the construction field, including assembling and operating 
3D printers. The experience was part of the students’ senior research project and is a result of a 
partnership that began in 2015 between the general contractor and the Culverhouse College of Business 
at The University of Alabama’s STEM Path to the MBA program. The purpose of the annual project is to 
expose students to leading-edge construction technology as well as business challenges in the 
construction industry. 
  
This year, Brasfield & Gorrie’s chosen project focus was prefabrication and modularization. The company 
provided the project team with two Prusa 3D printers, which the students assembled themselves and 
used throughout the project. The students researched ways to optimize use of prefabrication and 
modularization in construction, and they visited a modular homes manufacturing plant, SE Homes, to gain 
a better understanding of how components are built in separate stages and then joined together. Based 
on their research and observations, the students formed hypotheses, which they tested by creating scale 
models of modular building components using 3D printing and modeling software. Through the printed 
scale modular components, the students were able to demonstrate the feasibility of their design concepts. 
  
Brasfield & Gorrie personnel guided and monitored the students’ activities throughout the course of the 
project, exposing them to real-world issues and ensuring a valuable experience. 
  
“It’s rewarding for me to see students get excited about some of the emerging technologies and 
innovative solutions we are currently identifying and using,” said Brasfield & Gorrie Innovation and 
Operational Technology Director Russ Gibbs. “As the next generation workforce, they will be the ones to 
take those concepts to the next level and drive future progress.” 
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In the following video, Gibbs teaches students about the use of prefabrication and 3D-printed modeling in 
construction and manufacturing. 

 

### 

Download images. 

About Brasfield & Gorrie 
 
Founded in 1964, Brasfield & Gorrie is one of the nation’s largest privately held construction firms, 
providing general contracting, design-build, and construction management services for a wide variety of 
markets. We are skilled in construction best practices, including virtual design and construction, 
integrated project delivery, and lean construction, but we are best known for our preconstruction and self-
perform expertise and exceptional client service. Brasfield & Gorrie has 12 offices and approximately 
2,800 employees. Our 2017 revenues were $2.8 billion. Engineering News-Record ranks Brasfield & 
Gorrie 27th among the nation’s “Top 400 Contractors” for 2018 
  

About The University of Alabama's STEM Path to the MBA Program 
  
The STEM Path to the MBA program was created at the University of Alabama’s Culverhouse College of 
Commerce in 2011. It provides high-performing undergraduate students in science, technology, 
engineering, and math disciplines the opportunity to learn business approaches to innovation, leadership, 
and problem solving. Students begin MBA coursework upon completion of their junior year of study and 
complete the MBA one calendar year after their undergraduate studies. 
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