
 

 

 
 

 
Birmingham records $1.1 billion in capital investment 
in 2015; BBA moves into implementing Blueprint 2020 

 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE     

Contact: Lauren Cooper: 205-241-8127 (office); 205-910-3215 (cell) 
 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – April 7, 2016 – The Birmingham Business Alliance 

(BBA) revealed the final announced jobs and capital investment for the 
Birmingham seven-county region in 2015 – 3,509 announced jobs in new and 

expanding industries and $1.099 billion in capital investment, one of the 
largest investment years in Birmingham history. 
 

“This was a milestone year in terms of economic development and 
investment in the continued growth of our region,” said Dr. Ray Watts, 

president of the University of Alabama at Birmingham and the 2016 BBA 
Chairman.  
 

“The strong synergy and ongoing strategic planning among BBA, our 
business community, UAB, the City of Birmingham, Jefferson County 

Commission and other communities and partners is enabling us to become 
globally competitive in growing and attracting new industry and jobs. 
Through Blueprint 2020 we can forge an even brighter future, as we enhance 

innovation in industry focus areas aligned with Birmingham’s strengths and 
build a robust knowledge- and technology-based economy for our region.”   

 
Significant announcements in 2015 included: auto supplier Kamtek, which 
announced a $535 million expansion with 354 new jobs at its Birmingham 

facility; expansions from Viva Health (400 jobs) and Wells Fargo (300 jobs); 
a new distribution center for Publix Super Markets that will create 200 jobs; 

and Yorozu’s decision to build a $100 million manufacturing facility in Jasper.  
 
Details of all the 90 companies that announced jobs and capital investment in 

the region last year will be published in the BBA’s 2016 Economic Growth 
Report, which will be revealed on May 12 at the annual Economic Growth 

Summit at The Harbert Center in downtown Birmingham. During the 
summit, BBA President and CEO Brian Hilson will report on Birmingham’s 

performance in 2015 based on metrics tracked by the BBA, and how the 
community stacks up against its peer cities. 
 

http://birminghamalcoc.weblinkconnect.com/events/05122016-Economic-Growth-Summit-575/details
http://birminghamalcoc.weblinkconnect.com/events/05122016-Economic-Growth-Summit-575/details


 

 

In 2015, the BBA completed the implementation of its original five-year 
strategic plan, Blueprint Birmingham, and developed Blueprint 2020, a plan 

to guide its work from 2016 through 2020. Blueprint 2020 will continue the 
BBA’s work through Blueprint Birmingham, but with a sharper focus on 

economic development and programs that more directly impact job growth 
and capital investment.  
 

“The Birmingham region’s economic performance has improved substantially 
over the last five years, as reflected in the significant increases in jobs and 

investments. The leadership and teamwork of our public and private partners 
and economic development allies continue to be keys to our success,” said 
Hilson. 

 
“Now, through our new strategic plan, Blueprint 2020, we are placing more 

emphasis on innovation and technology, workforce development and image 
enhancement. We are building on the momentum created by new and 
expanding businesses, the revitalization in downtown, and the increasing 

number of people choosing to live and work in Birmingham, for a significantly 
higher level of economic performance. This is an important period in 

Birmingham’s growth, and we are extremely excited about our future.” 
 

From 2011 to 2015, Birmingham announced 14,449 new jobs and more than 
$2.8 billion in capital investment. By comparison, in the previous 10-year 
period, announced jobs were 18,747 and capital investment was 

approximately $2.5 billion. Those numbers represent average annual 
increases of 54 percent for jobs and 123 percent for investment. 

 
Jefferson County and the City of Birmingham were the dominant locations for 
the new and expanding companies during the last five years in the seven-

county region. Jefferson County captured 61 percent of the jobs and 72 
percent of the investment, while the City of Birmingham was responsible for 

42 percent of the jobs and 47 percent of the investment.  
 
Blueprint 2020 is designed to increase jobs and capital investment using an 

industry cluster approach. Through economic development, workforce 
development and support programs including image enhancement, public 

policy initiatives, international trade promotion, and development of physical 
infrastructure and financial capital, the strategy is designed to make the 
Birmingham region more marketable and competitive. 

 
Click here to read an Executive Summary of Blueprint 2020. 

 
The Birmingham Business Alliance is the lead economic development 
organization for the Birmingham region. For more information about the BBA 

visit its website at www.birminghambusinessalliance.com. 
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http://birminghambusinessalliance.com/about-us/blueprint-2020/
http://www.birminghambusinessalliance.com/

