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Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Alabama Expands Initiative to Further Improve Access to 

Primary Care Physicians and Advance Quality of Care for Alabamians 

 

BIRMINGHAM, AL – Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Alabama is proud to announce an important 

initiative to further expand access to primary care physicians and improve the quality and efficiency of 

healthcare for our members and Alabamians.  

According to the Alabama Rural Health Association, 54 of Alabama’s 56 rural counties are entirely or 

partially classified as primary care shortage areas.  There are 4.1 primary care physicians per 10,000 

population in Alabama’s rural counties compared to 7.9 for urban residents.  Thousands of Alabamians 

lack access to primary care doctors.  In addition, these 54 rural counties are also classified as mental 

healthcare shortage areas. 

To help meet this need, Blue Cross is investing in the future of its Primary Care Physician Network by 

making available $3.6 million in scholarships, over a five-year period, to the School of Medicine at the 

University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB).  The scholarship opportunity is for medical students 

agreeing to practice as primary care or behavioral health physicians in an underserved area of 

Alabama. 

“Every Alabamian should have access to high quality primary care. Partnering with UAB will provide 

primary care services to more Alabamian in rural areas,” said Tim Vines, President and CEO, Blue 

Cross and Blue Shield of Alabama. “Recent studies show having access to primary healthcare results 

in improved health outcomes and lower healthcare spending. This investment validates our long-term 

commitment to providing Alabamians access to the quality healthcare they need.” 

“As part of UAB’s mission, we not only provide quality and compassionate patient care here in the 

Birmingham region but also work towards greater access to such care statewide,” said UAB President 

Ray L. Watts, M.D. “We are grateful for the generous support and partnership of Blue Cross and Blue 

Shield of Alabama in this vital scholarship program that will help us grow the ranks of primary care 

physicians in rural areas of our state. The funding of these scholarships over the next five years will 

have a tremendous, long-term impact on health and quality of life throughout Alabama.” 

Blue Cross remains dedicated to working with providers by setting a new standard of support and 

collaboration with the physician community. This collaboration is beneficial for our members and 

Alabamians allowing them more convenient access to quality healthcare in their communities.        

Blue Cross remains focused on ensuring our members continue to have access to quality, affordable 

healthcare. 

 



About Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Alabama 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Alabama has insured Alabamians for over 81 years. Blue Cross offers 

coverage plans to corporations, individuals and the senior market. For more information about        

Blue Cross, visit AlabamaBlue.com. 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Alabama is an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield 

Association. 

http://www.alabamablue.com/

